Transiently arterialized hemangiomas: relevant clinical and cardiac issues.
Although the majority of hemangiomas of infancy undergo an uncomplicated, predictable course of proliferation followed by involution, a subset of patients sustain a more fastidious course. These include hemangiomas that, at least during part of their life cycle, have a high flow (arterial) component. Hemangiomas with high flow are most frequently located in the liver. These lesions can lead to significant morbidity, with high output cardiac failure. We have identified nonhepatic hemangiomas that have an apparent propensity to develop a high flow element--the parotid, upper arm, scalp, and rarely the upper lip--and present our experience in this report. These lesions appear to behave as transiently "arterialized" hemangiomas.